Nucleotide sequence and structure analysis of cDNAs encoding short-chain neurotoxins from venom glands of a sea snake (Aipysurus laevis).
Two cDNAs from the sea snake Aipysurus laevis have been cloned and sequenced. They encode isoforms of short chain neurotoxins. One of them is toxin b, previously isolated from the venom of Aipysurus laevis and sequenced by Maeda and Tamiya (Biochem. J. 153, 79, 1976), whereas the other corresponds to an isoform which was not hitherto described. The two toxin sequences differ from each other by three amino-acid residues. Both cDNA structures were comparable with that previously determined in our laboratory for erabutoxin a from Laticauda semifasciata.